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My body was already flushed with
adrenalin when I woke up the first morn-
ing of the Kevin Schwantz School (KSS)
and I couldn’t keep still. I paced around
the hotel room double, triple checking
my riding gear, constantly looking at my
watch to ensure I wouldn’t be late, and
spending way too much time in the rest-
room. Then I
looked out of the
window and my
nervous excitement
turned to fear.
Snow! It was early
December 2009 in
Birmingham, Ala-
bama and I knew it
would be cold and
with the chance of
snow but I hoped
that the Patron
Saints of Motorcy-
clists–there are two
apparently–would
keep the weather clear for me. I wasn’t
so much fearful of riding in cold weather
but rather that the class would be can-
celed. With a hope of the miraculous, I

loaded my
gear into the shuttle van

and headed off to the track. 

With the temperature hovering just
above freezing and light flurries of snow
falling I arrived at the Barber Motor-
sports Park,
pulled up to the
KSS office
building, and
was welcomed
by an arctic parker wearing Kevin

Schwnatz. To be
honest I was quite
taken aback meet-
ing one of the
heros of the hal-
cyon days of two-
stroke motorcycle
Grand Prix rac-
ing. From the
mid-80s to the
mid-90s Kevin
battled with the
likes of Freddie
Spencer, Eddie
Lawson, Wayner
Gardner, Wayne

Rainey, Randy Mamola, Mick Doohan,
et al in the equivalent of motorcycle cage
fighting. They not only savagely fought
against each other but also the outra-

geously
peaky and high-

side prone 500cc two-stroke
engined race bikes. And there was
Kevin, being incredibly friendly, wel-
coming, humble, and helping students
with bags, and opening the door for us.
Top Bloke!

As we students were shuttled from the
KSS office to the track’s main facilities
building and pits, we got a good look at

the beautiful
park-like setting
and more
importantly the
track. Although

a dusting of snow was still on the ground,
there was none on the track, which was
just wet. This, and the fact that no one
from KSS had given any indication that
the school would be cancelled, allayed
my fears that it might.

After squeezing into our leathers, over
multiple layers to keep the cold out–
three layers in my case, as my perforated
leathers have the cold blocking abilities
of a string undershirt–we sat down for
the introduction to the course. Instructor
Ted Cobb (multiple WERA national
championships) introduced us to the
other 10 instructors, staff, and of course
Kevin Schwantz. All the instructors are
very accomplished and long-term racers
and riders with multiple regional,
national, and international champion-
ships to their name, and included Blake
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Castillo Ranch HERC Day
By Daniel Hallada

On Saturday, March 13 HERC was fortunate enough to be allowed access to Jim Castillo's private 650 acre motorcycle playground
in the beautiful hills of the Santa Ynez Valley. Castillo is the inventor of the CTi & Asterisk knee braces and has been a long time
friend of Honda. The skies were blue, the hills were green, the grass was high, and the ruts were deep. Twenty one HERC-sters in
all showed up to pound out laps on the MX track and explore the hills. Already looking forward to the next trip to Moto-nirvana.
Thanks Jim and special thanks to Gustavo for the track prep! ◙

2010 Ride to Work Day
Release from Ride to Work Day

Ride to Work Day is Monday, June 21st

The nineteenth annual com-
muting event is expected to
more than double the num-
ber of riders on the road,
according to Ride to Work,
the coordinator of the activ-
ity. “Riding on this day
showcases the positive
value of motorcycles and
scooters for transportation.
It is an economical, efficient and socially
responsible form of mobility that saves
energy, helps the environment and pro-
vides a broad range of other public bene-

fits,” states Andy Goldfine, the event
organizer. Motorcycle and scooter enthu-
siasts and rider organizations worldwide
encourage their members to ride to work
on this day, and the event has also been

recognized by proclamation
by over one hundred Amer-
ican cities.

According to the United
States Census Bureau and
the Department of Trans-
portation, over eighty mil-
lion cars and light trucks are
used for daily commuting

on American roads, and about 200,000
motorcycles and scooters are a regular
part of this mix. On Ride to Work Day,
the practical side of riding becomes more

visible as a large number of America's
8,000,000 cycles are ridden to work.

Studies have shown that across equal
distances, commuting motorcyclists
reach their destinations in less time than
those using automobiles, that motorcy-
cles and scooters consume less resources
per mile than automobiles, and that they
take up less space on roads. Motorcycle
and scooter riders seek improved
employer recognition and support for
this form of transportation, and more
public and government awareness of the
positive value of riding.

Look for an invitation to a HERC Ride
To Work Day breakfast a little closer to
the event day. ◙

Got Hills! Got Ruts! Got Racing!

http://www.ridetowork.org/

