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How to Test your Hond-

aline Heated Handgrips
By John Prosser

Over the holidays |
installed Hondaline
4 heated hand grips on
A my ST1300. It is
1 quite a project and
involves taking off
an awful lot of plastic and then, of
course, putting it back on. With the
detailed and accurate instructions, not to
mention my superior mechanical abili-
ties, | was able to accomplish the task in
afew hours.

No job is complete without atest ride, so
| loaded up the bike and looked at amap.
A true test of heated hand grips would
beto go somewhere cold, but it took me
about seven seconds to vote this idea
down. It was December and | wanted to
ride somewhere warm. Checking the
weather page révealed that Yuma was
pretty nice. | thqught‘that aroutewathe
Salton Sea and picking up a I|ttIe of
route 66 were in order, so (" pro-
grammed my Garmin Zumo 55Q and
took off. [ T ;

] &
Unfortunately lit's asminimum of one
hour of freeway riding to get to any
decent roads from:' my house, ‘so |
pounded down the 405 to San Juan Cap-
istrano. P[obabiy al of our members
have ridden thelOrtega Highway ‘(route
74) to the Lookout Roadhouse above
Lake Elsinore. flt's a nice ride even if
you haveto dogt mid- day like me.

After theobl |gatory stop to look down on
Lake Elsinore | saddled up to ride down
into town, As | was leaving, a couple of
very loud V-Twin cruiser-style motorcy-
cles from an ‘off-brand manufacturer
loomed up in my mirrors. They were
actually closing at a pretty high rate due
to the fact they were traveling in a
straight line. About three corners later
they disappeared, never to surface again.

| rode through the west-side of Lake
Elsinoreto avoid congestion and stopped
for a quick lunch. Did | mention that |
didn’'t leave home until around 11:00
AM?

Where to next? Checking the map |
decided on Salton City via Aguanga,
Warner Springs, and Borrego Springs. |

A quick pop up on to the 15 took me to
Temeculain 5 Minutes or so. Peeling off
onto route 79 took me down a nice, sce-

programmed nic, somewhat
the Zumo and - twisty road to
took off. This | = = Warner

became my ;ﬁm Springs.  Out
practice, I i q of Warner
would pick a [\ ¥ d Springs I
town, enter it L Picked up S22

into  Zumo,

and head there. If | got to an intersection

and one way looked more entertaining

than the other | just

picked it - -
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and let my buddy Zumo figure it out. In
this fashion | was able to navigate my
way through the whole trip while avoid-
ing major thoroughfaresto agreat extent.
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. ) which winds
through Ranchita over the mountain and
down into Borrego Springs. | followed
S22 toit'stermination at Salton City. The
place is a semi functioning town at the

shore of the Salton Sea. The whole
area had it's heyday in the 1950s
and has gone down hill since

=, then.
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By this time it was early
evening with alittle over
an hour of sun left. | pre-
fer not to ride in the dark,
statistically it more dan-
gerous.” So, I decide to
. head” down™ 1tci Yuma

through Brawley on route
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!', ] 86 erven though jts super-
sy meg e SADL This is] the heart of
i | ' the Imperial_ Valley and
et e wiemei1'S flat; windy and dusty.
4 | A qL‘l'rck stop in‘Brawley

for fuel and I pul| out onto
Interstate 10 east for
Yuma. So ended the jour-
ney's first day. after about
300miles.
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After spending the night
in the fairly decent Yuma
Best Western Coronado;, | awaken
refreshed and ready to go to prison! That
would be the Yuma Territorial Prison,
famously referred toin themovie 3:10to
Yuma. (Editor's Note: the background
image for this story shows the interior
the prison.) After acouple of hours tour-
ing the prison | pushed on north on US
95 in the general direction of Needles.By
this time the sun was getting low in the
sky again. | stopped and photographed
the Roadrunner Café near Danby then
passed through Amboy, home of Roy's
Cafe. After about 330 miles, | finally
caled it anight in Ludlow, where there
are about five or six inhabited homes,
onegasstation, and ahotel. | chanced the
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2009 Ride to Work Day

Press release from
Ride to Work Day

This year's eigh-
teenth  commuting
| demonstration event,
Rode to be held on Mon-
e s day June 15th, is
expected to double
the number of riders
on theroad, according to Rideto Work, a
non-profit advocacy organization.

According to the United States Census
Bureau and the Department of Transpor-
tation, over eighty million cars and light
trucks are used for daily commuting on
American roads, and about 200,000
motorcycles and scooters are a regular
part of this mix. On Ride To Work Day,
the practical side of riding becomes more
visible as a larger number of America's
8,000,000 cycles and scooters are ridden
to work.

“Riding to work on this day shows the
positive value of motorcycles and scoot-
ers for transportation. For several hun-
dred thousand commuters, riding is an

economical, efficient and socialy
responsible form of mobility that saves
energy, helps the environment and pro-
vides abroad range of other public bene-
fits,” states Andy Goldfine, the event
organizer. Motorcycle and scooter clubs
and organizations in many countries
encourage their members to ride to work
on this day.

Ride to Work Day shows how riding
makes parking easier and help traffic
flow better. Motorcycles and scooters
consume less resources per mile than
automobiles, and they take up less space
in parking areas and on roads. Riders

seek employer support for this form of
transportation, and increased govern-
ment and public awareness about riding's
many benefits.

Contact

Ride to Work Day

POB 1072, Proctor, Minnesota, 55810
(218) 722-9806
http://www.ridetowork.org

Christine Holt:
cholt@ridetowork.org

Andy Goldfine:
agoldfine@ridetowork.org

Mission Statement

Advocating and supporting the use of
motorcycles and scooters for transporta-
tion, and providing information about
everyday riding to the public.

Some Affiliated Countries

Canada, Germany, Philippines, England,
Germany, France, Israel, Turkey, Ecua-
dor, United States, and many others.

Newsletter

Sampleissuesof 'TheDaily Rider' news-
letter are available for download at:
http://www.ridetowor k.or g/the-daily-
rider

History

A brief history of Ride to Work Day is
available for viewing at:
http://www.ridetowork.or g/ride-to-
wor k-day-history

Fact Sheet

A transportation motorcycling fact sheet
isavailable at:

http://www.ridetowor k.or g/transpor-
tation-fact-sheet

Photos and Artwork

Motorcycle and scooter commuting pho-
tos, ads, posters, banners, photos, illus-
trations and other artwork is available at:
http://www.ridetowor k.or g/signs-
poster s-cards-propaganda-art

Ride to Work Day is a 501 c4 nonprofit
organization.
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Submitted by Dale Del Favero

This is the Gunbus!
Looking at photos of
the motorcycle with-
out a rider, the only
thing that seems odd
is the profile of the
tires and very long
tiller handlebars. However, the bike,
designed and built by ClemensF. L eon-
hardt, is huge!

The motorcycle weighs 1,433 Ibs and is
powered by a fuel-injected, 45 degree
6728 cc V-Twin, and has a 3-speed trans-
mission with reverse. The engine is
claimed to make 523 Ibf-ft of torque!

Leonhardt says he intends to build alim-
ited quantity of the Gunbus with the
option of a sidecar. | don't know where
the name of the motorcycle came from,
but | can't help but think that blunder-
buss must factor in there somewhere!
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