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where they were having a motorcycle
exhibit. They'd assembled almost 40 cool
and interesting motorcycles under the
banner “Born To Be Wild” and it was a
combination of cool Harleys, a range of
general machines from early to current
and a bunch of Hollywood bikes (who
knew that one of the Jonas Brothers got a
Triumph Bonneville Side Car Rig for his
16th Birthday!). The bikes were arrayed
all around Air Force One (you can walk
through that too), and it made for a inter-
esting walk-about.

What is the connection between Reagan
and motorcycles you might ask? Very lit-
tle it seems (he never owned or rode a
motorcycle in his real or film life), other
than he signed the tariff agreement that
gave us all our wonderful “700cc Tariff
Buster” bikes back in the 80s (there is a
poster proclaiming how Regan “saved”
Harley this way) and Arlen Ness built a
custom side car rig decked out like Jelly
Belly Jelly Beans, and those were
Regan's favorites. Really, my guess is
that the Museum curator had a lot of

space to fill, and he just put the motorcy-
cle display together to fill a void.

I'm not preaching any political agenda,
but there is lots of interesting things to
see at the museum. The cafe serves good
food, the gift shop has a range of motor-
cycle oriented books (and I bought two
that I did not have already), the rest-
rooms are clean and the access and park-
ing is easy. Admission is reasonable, and
you save $3 bucks if you are old. ◙

Etcetera?
Italian Police

Anniversary Celebration

This footage, by British
Pathé, was filmed in
Rome, Italy on October
29, 1959. It captures an
amazing and mesmoriz-
ing display of highly

skilled motorcycle formation riding,
performed to celebrate the 107th anni-
versary of the Italian Police Force.

The video has been circulating the Inter-
net for some time but its enjoyable to re-
watch and a thrill to see the first time.

Enjoy! ◙


