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Editor’s Ramblings
Carl Pulley

Hello and welcome
to On 2 Wheels, the
new newsletter for
the Honda
Employee’s Rid-
ers’ Club (HERC). I find myself in the
enviable position to have been elected
editor of our club’s newsletter— okay you
can stop snickering now—and although I
may not be as good as dodging bullets as
some of you, I'll attempt to serve my
time well. Pardon the pun!

I haven’t read any previous iterations of
the newsletter—were there any?—so will
be starting from a clean sheet of paper.
As is customary in a club newsletter 1
intend to include club news, upcoming
events, and articles about rides, but also
want to expand the format.

With your help I would like to include
such things as riding and maintenance
tips, features on members’ custom or
classic bikes, editorials, and any other
motorcycle related topics that members
may find interesting. I know there are
many of you that are veteran bikers with
lots of experience to share, those who
have great technical knowledge, motor-
cycle collectors, digital camera owners,
and those who just like to give their opin-
ions (you know who you are!).

Those interesting in contributing should
contact me at ext. 15048 or by e-mail. If
none of you come willingly volunteers
will be assigned! In the tradition of this
fine country, On 2 Wheels will be a
newsletter of the members, by the mem-
bers, and for the members!

Event Reports
Solvang Motorcycle Museum Ride
Doug Mclntyre

On Saturday, February 22, luckily the
best day between winter storms, 18

Brian Tinkler served the day as the club
photographer and I want to thank him for
that. It adds a lot to the club to have pho-
tographs showing what we do.

The ride up to Solvang was very enjoy-
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Museum (SMM) that might not have
been so trustworthy in their day.

The SMM has one of the best collections
of classic and vintage motorcycles in the
country. It consists mostly of European
motorcycles dating back to the early
1900s. On display were examples of
bikes from Vincent, AJS, BMW, Ducati,
H-D, Henderson, Matchless, Parrilla,
MV Agusta, Norton, Triumph, BSA,
Velocette, and more. We also go to see a
1970 Honda CB750 and a mid-70s four
cylinder CB400F. One of my favorites
was the 1974 Ducati 750 Sport.

The Norton rotary engine motorcycle
was unusual and had been ridden for the
first time just recently. The last time I
saw it had zero miles on the odometer.
On this day it was showing 35 miles. It
seems the owner of the museum could
not resist riding it any longer and
recently had it out to satisfy his curiosity
about this one-of-a-kind motorcycle;
supposedly the very last Norton ever
manufactured.

peratures. We then turned inland over to
Santa Paula to meet some of our mem-
bers who live closer to that area than they
do to Torrance, where most of us started.
We then rode through the Ojai valley,
which after the recent rains and warmish
temperatures was very green and had
wildflowers blooming along the road-
side. Next, we traversed the narrow

winding back roads of Carpeinteria,
Montecito, and Santa Barbara. Then we
traveled north to the Santa Ynez valley,
where we stopped for lunch at the Red
Barn Restaurant.




The claim to fame of the little town of
Santa Ynez is that it is where Ronald
Reagan's ranch is nearby and it is also
home to Michael Jackson and his fanta-
sies. But we did not let that deter us from
enjoying a wonderful lunch.

John Eaglesham and his family met us at
the lunch stop at Santa Ynez. His family
couldn't all get on one motorcycle so
John decided to make it a family event
and brought them in his car. A very rea-
sonable compromise as, other than being
in a cage, he got the both of best worlds;
time with both his family and his fellow
HERC members. Any member of the
club is of course welcome to do what
John did. I think it's great. John arrived at
the restaurant early to alert them we were
on the way. When we walked in there
was a table set-up and ready to accom-
modate 22 of us. Thank you John.

MUSEUM AND NEW
HERC MEMBER!

By the way, Dan Dwyer recommends the
Philly Cheese Steak sandwich the next
time you have a chance to go to the Red
Barn Restaurant. He thought very highly
of the one he had.

After the all important lunch stop, on the
club, by they way, it was time for club
gas. Thank you HERC!. It was getting
late by this time and some members
needed to get back home and passed on
the visit to the museum. So after filling
our stomachs and gas tanks we parted
ways. The rest of us rode the last 5 miles
to the museum and for the admission
HERC paid again. Our trusty treasurer,

George Richardson was there to pay all
the bills. Thank you George.

It was a long but enjoyable day. Looking
forward to the next ride. Hope to see you
there.

The Soap Box

Sport Riders
Bill Willis

You think you're a
good sport rider?
Think you can
carve the twisties
with the best of
'em? Then why
don't you join us at
the track and show us what you're made
of. Come out and prove, once and for all,
just how fast you really are. No more
talkin', no more wide-eyed tales of
backin' her in at 120 on Upper Big
Tahunga. It's time to put up or shut up.

A core group of us in HERC are dyed-in-
the-wool sport riders. No, I didn't say
“sportbike” riders. I said “sport” riders.
There's a difference, you know. A sport-
bike rider claims that no other bike will
do, that only a sportbike will satisfy his
craving for performance. A true sport
rider knows that any bike he gets on can
become a sportbike. If you have the right
skills, experience, and attitude, you can
outride almost any bike on the road, no
matter what kind of bike you're riding.

Believe me there are those in our club,
riding sport-tourers, small
capacity twins, heavy stan-
dards, and even motorcross
bikes, who can shame riders
on the latest and greatest |
pure sportbikes. I know as |
ridden with them.

Last October a few of us
attended a track day at the
Streets of Willow Spring
track near Rosamond, where
I watched these guys ride
rings around other riders
mounted on the likes of
Ducati 998s, GSXRs, Rls,and the like.
Put these guys on CBR600RRs and look
out!

So what makes these riders so fast on
bikes that many would discount outright
as slow?

« Experience: Riding many, many
miles over the years, and taken bikes
they own to the limit, in a controlled
environment.

 Skills: They have honed their riding
skills at various track schools and
experienced rider courses.

» Attitude: When these guys suit up for
aride, they always wear the proper
equipment, mentally prepare for the
ride, and stay calm and collected
while riding.

In my mind these riders define true sport
riders. Any bike they ride becomes a
sporting machine. They can ride a twisty
road faster and safer than many riders on
sportbikes, whether they are on a
ST1300 or a Silver Wing. The point here
is, get yourself to a road course for a
track day. Come out and enjoy fun in the
sun with your fellow HERC riders, true
sport riders in every sense of the word.

You will learn more in one track day than
you may in years of street riding. So get
your leathers on and head to the track.







